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“Jill Murray’s Break On Through is a YA Novel with substance and style…  

The author has a fresh, contemporary voice.” 
– Annie Murray, Montreal Review of Books. 

 
"Murray presents an engaging and dynamic portrait of “now" 

- Erin McLeod, Montreal Mirror 
 

“Jill Murray takes readers beyond the expected… 
Murray's novel could form part of an arts research project in [hip hop] since  

it is vivid and represents the culture of breakdancing so well.” 
– Ann Ketcheson, CM Magazine 

 
 
Break on Through is a first YA novel for wanna-b-girl, Jill “2-left” Murray. Set in a remote suburb of Toronto, 
it follows the misadventures of Nadine "Lady 6Sky" Durant, as she struggles to define a place for herself 
and breakdancing (b-girling) after she is abruptly cut off from the beloved inner-city neighborhood of her 
childhood.  
 
With Break On Through, Jill Murray has delivereed lectures, readings and assorted events at Harbourfront 
Centre's ALOUD reading festival (Toronto), at book stores, dance studios, and after-school programmes. 
With young and not-so-young audiences, she explores the writing process, the cultural history of hip hop, 
and contemporary urban & suburban issues.  Murray's presentations make use of audio-visual media, and 
can include b-girl (breakdance) demos with a professional dancer to combine literacy with physical activity. 
Murray is currently working on her novel and accepting bookings for the 2008 summer festival season and 
08-09 school year.  
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Lecture, Reading &  
Workshop Formats 

 
 

Jill Murray is available for the following types of bookings. Please note that all types of bookings can 
be customized according to your curriculum and other needs, and the size of your class or group. 

 
 
Lectures & Readings 

 
For larger groups, I have developed a presentation format that includes a multimedia-supported 
overview of the history of b-girling (breakdance) and hip hop, as well as a reading, question-answer 
period, and if desired, a live demonstration of the different components of b-girling, with a 
professional dancer. (Such as b-girl Feisty from Montreal's Solid State Breakdance). The presentation 
can be adapted to work not only for English, but also for dance, performing arts and general phys ed 
classes. 
 
A more traditional format, emphasizing readings and discussion of the writing process is also 
available. 

 
 
Writing workshops 
 

Writing workshops can be developed to fit the curriculum of your course. Recommended topics 
using Break On Through as jumping-off point include character development, dialogue, setting, and 
action. 

 
 
Meetings and Discussions 
 

I am also available for a day of meetings and discussions, as needed. 








